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T
o paraphrase Joe
Louis, Hillary Clin-
ton can run but she

can’t hide from the great
trade debate that pits
President Obama and a
handful of free-trade Dem-
ocrats against Sen. El-

izabeth
Warren
and most
of the party
in
Congress.

Topic A
is the
emerging
Trans-

Pacific Partnership, a huge
trade deal that would bind
the United States and 11
other Pacific Rim coun-
tries. 

As the formidable front-
runner for the Democratic
presidential nomination,
Clinton has raised a few
critical questions about
TPP, but avoided any
specific stance.

The conventional wis-
dom is that she’ll oppose
any trade pact to stay in
sync with the vast major-

ity of Democrats. But in an
interview Tuesday on the
Charlie Rose television
program, Commerce Sec-
retary Penny Pritzker,
formerly a top Chicago
business executive and
major player in Democrat-
ic politics, predicted Clin-
ton ultimately would sup-
port the deal.

Emphasizing that TPP
is “good for jobs” — which
its critics dispute —
Pritzker said, “That’s
something that I know
Hillary, in the end, will
come to recognize.” She
added that the deal is
important “to our pres-
ence in Asia,” noting that
“Secretary of State Clinton
was part of the Obama
administration’s rebalance
to Asia.”

If Clinton heeds the
advice of those she usually
listens to on policy, Pritzk-
er may be right. President
Bill Clinton passed the
North American Free
Trade Agreement, and
most of the Clinton eco-
nomic advisers are free
traders.

But if she listens to

political operatives she
may go the other way.
Trade deals are very un-
popular with Democratic
constituencies, and War-
ren, who commands a big
following, is leading the
charge against TPP. She is
joined by Sen. Bernie
Sanders, another declared
Democratic presidential
candidate, who has been
suggesting that TPP may
be a defining difference
with Clinton. A Democrat-
ic strategist close to the
Clintons predicts that
Sanders, who’s trailing
well behind the former
first lady in polls, would
gain 10 or more points if
she backed the trade
measure.

Pritzker said she hasn’t
spoken to Hillary Clinton
or her husband about TPP.
She also said she wouldn’t
ask the host of a Clinton
fundraiser in Chicago this
week to lobby the candi-
date to support the deal.
The host is her brother,
J.B. Pritzker, a billionaire
venture capitalist.
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I
t’s official. Jeb Bush
now doesn’t know
whether or not he

would have
ordered the
invasion of
Iraq in
2003.

That’s
not what he
said at first.
On Mon-
day, when

Fox News host Megyn
Kelly asked him about this,
the former Florida gover-
nor said, “I would have
and so would have Hillary
Clinton, just to remind
everybody, and so would
almost everybody that was
confronted with the in-
telligence they got.”

But on Tuesday Bush
clarified his answer. On
Sean Hannity’s radio show,
he said he had thought
Kelly asked him what he
would have done if he had
had the same information
that his brother had at the
time (not what decision he
now considers best, with
hindsight). Bush’s new
answer is: “I don’t know
what that decision would
have been.”

[Speaking in Tempe,
Arizona on Thursday,
Bush said that he
would not have in-
vaded that country
based on the intelli-
gence failures now
known.]

In fairness to Bush, it
sounds like he was try-
ing to counter a popular
argument about prewar
intelligence. Some Demo-
crats contend that the
claims of weapons of
mass destruction were
cherry-picked and the
result of political pres-
sure. Bush, however, was
asserting what numerous
bipartisan investigations
have concluded: At least
on the question of
WMDs, the intelligence
agencies in the United
States (not to mention
Britain, Israel and else-
where) were just wrong.

But the more interest-
ing part of Jeb Bush’s
response came in how he
explained the chaos that
has engulfed Iraq with the
rise of the Islamic State.

He asserted the establish-
ment Republican Party’s
conventional wisdom on
this: The surge of troops
ordered by George W.
Bush after 2007 worked,
but then Obama blew it by
withdrawing from Iraq too
early. “That security has
been totally obliterated by
the president’s pulling out
too early, and now these
voids are filled by this
barbaric asymmetric threat
that endangers the entire
region and the entire
world,” Bush told Hannity.

Bush then made an odd
point: “The best way to
lessen the chance of hav-
ing American boots on the
ground is to have a foreign
policy that is strong and
secure and consistent.”

It’s easy to deduce what
Bush was getting at with
that line. War and occupa-
tion are never desired
outcomes of U.S. foreign
policy. And
yet there
is a

tension within the re-
marks. If more boots on
the ground in Iraq was the
key to securing Iraq, why
wouldn’t boots on the
ground be a component of
a strong, secure and con-
sistent foreign policy in
2015?

The next president will
inherit Obama’s war
against the Islamic State.
The next president will
have to make a decision
about sending special
operations forces back to
Yemen. He or she will
probably be waging war in
Afghanistan as well. 

Taking the view that
strong foreign policy
should preclude ground
troops makes Jeb Bush
sound like President Oba-
ma. He, too, has sought to
avoid deploying ground
troops. And this has gotten
him into some trouble. 

In the last year Obama
has waged an air war in
Iraq, but has not autho-

rized U.S. special oper-
ations trainers to fight

alongside the Iraqi
military units they

are training. As a
result of this pol-
icy, the United
States has at times
been an air force
for Iranian-backed
militias.

So how has Bush
differentiated him-

self from Obama’s
foreign policy? He

has been skeptical of
Obama’s Iran nuclear

negotiations, calling
them naive. But he has

not said whether he
would send U.S. ground

troops to Iraq, or whether
he would allow the U.S.
troops already there to
fight against the Islamic
State.

There is no doubt that
coming out for more
troops in Iraq would bring
political risk. Americans
these days are tired of
trying to rebuild Iraq and
its army. But Jeb Bush is
also taking a risk by trying
to have it both ways: say-
ing boots on the ground
were key in 2007 but
should not be key in the
future. He appears in-
consistent at best and
disingenuous at worst.
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Put boots on the
ground or no? Bush
wants it both ways
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O
utsized success can
be achieved in
places you never

expected. That’s why a
group of leaders in Miami’s
budding start-up communi-
ty recently packed up and
flew to Israel. 

Despite
few natural
resources
and ongoing
regional
instability,
Israel has
become a
hotbed of
high-impact
entrepre-
neurship.
Cities such
as Tel Aviv
and Haifa —
home to
Technion,
Israel’s
Institute of

Technology — are leading
centers of innovation. 

Israeli entrepreneurs
have produced everything
from the pioneering online
messaging program ICQ to
the popular traffic app,
Waze. No foreign country
save China has more tech
companies listed on the

NASDAQ than Israel, a
nation of 8 million people. 

Over the past two years,
meanwhile, Miami has seen
a sharp rise in its own in-
novative entrepreneurial
activity. The recent eMerge
Americas conference il-
lustrated the new energy.
The trip provided a unique
opportunity for leaders in
Miami’s burgeoning en-
trepreneurial community
to understand what’s be-
hind the success of the
country dubbed “Startup
Nation.” 

Our Miami group on the
journey included leaders of
organizations such as En-
deavor Miami, which sup-
ports high-impact entrepre-
neurs poised to scale, The
Idea Center at Miami Dade
College, Venture Hive and
Code Fever, which teaches
tech skills to elementary
and high-school students in
underrepresented neigh-
borhoods in South Florida. 

So, too, the group repre-
sented the unique diversity
that modern Miami has
become — all are Miami
residents, but with home-
towns ranging from Mexico
City, Buenos Aires and
Port-au-Prince to Birming-
ham, Alabama and Boston. 

The trip was led by Pro-

Still, cities are being
changed around the world
by innovation. As new
technology lowers the
costs to create, the ability
for individuals and small
groups to act in big, trans-
formative ways continues
to go up. As a result, new
communities of innovative
entrepreneurs are emerg-
ing. It’s a trend that pre-
sents a unique opportunity
for cities to change, and
change quickly. 

In the United States, we
often focus on leading
centers of innovation such
as Silicon Valley, New York
City or Austin. But the map
for hatching big ideas con-
tinues to widen. Israel’s
success demonstrates that. 

It demonstrates, too, that
efforts focused on nurtur-
ing and propelling en-
trepreneurship and in-
novation over the long
term can deliver big
results.

And that such success
can be realized in cities and
regions not previously
imagined.

Matt Haggman is Miami
program director of Knight
Foundation. Brian D. Siegal
is director of the American
Jewish Committee Miami
Regional Office.

and background brings a
greater diversity of ideas
and, hopefully, more im-
pact. 

l Embrace failure. They
have fostered a culture that
motivates and recognizes
the effort and ability to
continue trying.

There is little doubt that
“software is eating the
world,” as venture capital-
ist Marc Andreesen fa-
mously wrote. 

Industries that never
anticipated being disrupted
by technology — think taxi
cabs, for instance — are
now being turned upside
down. 

But it’s important to
remember, too, that build-
ing a robust center of en-
trepreneurship doesn’t
solve all problems. 

Our week in Israel was
equally notable for the fact
we saw little optimism for
solving the political con-
flicts. 

As much as entrepre-
neurs talked with confi-
dence about “solving prob-
lems,” when it came to
discussions about political
challenges, such as a two-
state solution with the
Palestinians, we found a
constant recitation of prob-
lems, not solutions. 

l Provide institutional
support. Key institutions
are training grounds for
tech entrepreneurs there —
in particular, both Tech-
nion, the technical uni-
versity, and the Israeli
military. 

l Play the long game. A
long-term commitment to
investing in technology and
education has enabled
them to develop world-
class, innovative compa-
nies. For instance, Tech-
nion opened its doors in
1924 — nearly a quarter
century before Israel’s
founding. 

l Build a network. Heavy
emphasis was placed on
building an entrepreneurial
eco-system. Again and
again, people referred to
the “eco-system” — a var-
ied, bottom-up, informal
network that provides the
access to funding, talent,
mentorship, support and
community.

l Find strength in di-
versity. Even in a region
long encumbered by ethnic
and religious strife, there
was a broad embrace of
entrepreneurship. Reem
Younis, a female Arab Is-
raeli entrepreneur from
Nazareth, talked about how
greater diversity of thought

ject Interchange, part of the
American Jewish Commit-
tee and supported by
Knight Foundation, which
launched an effort more
than two years ago focused
on helping build Miami’s
entrepreneurial eco-sys-
tem. 

Over six days we criss-
crossed Israel. Learning
about venture capital in the
West Bank with a leading
Palestinian investor. Sitting
with a Bedouin mayor in
the Negev desert who is
using entrepreneurship to
drive social change. Vis-
iting an incubator on the
outskirts of Tel Aviv. Din-
ing with Yossi Vardi, per-
haps Israel’s foremost tech
entrepreneur. 

What did we learn? 
l Have a can-do attitude.

Entrepreneurs again and
again talked confidently
about “solving problems.”
There was an unshakeable
belief among entrepreneurs
that any challenge could be
met. 

l Promote open doors.
There was an unusual de-
gree of accessibility, and
also informality. It ap-
peared that even the most
successful entrepreneurs
and investors would make
time for others. 

REACHING OUT

Miamians forge bonds with Israel’s tech innovators
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